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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memoramium 



TO 



FROM 




DIRECTOR, mi 



SAC, L0£ ANGELES (9^-771 ) 



date: 3/23/61 



subject: 



Pasadena 10, California " 
RESEARCH ("CORRESPONDENCE 
AND TOURS) 



rr 



b6 
b7C 



O 



Re Bureau airtel~3/l6/6l captioned as above. 



residence 



was contacted at his 
on J/^l/ol by SA JAMS k. NORTON. 



Mr. 



was advised 



as instructed in referenced Bureau airtel. No discussion 
was had concerning ROBERT "WELCH or the John Birch Society. 



expressed his deep appreciation for such 
a prompt rep±y to his letter and was extremely appreciative 
that an Agent called on him. 




k 



RUC. 

2V Bureau 

- Los Angeles 

JANitzg 
(3) 




WAR -S3 19 61^ 




51 MAR nmf^ 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS DKCLASSi"" 0 



b7C 



> » 



airtel 



A 



i 



To: CAC, Los An^es 
From: Director, 

(A t ' f 




b6 
ta7C 




PASADENA ^CALIFORNIA 

RESEAECfl (CORRESPONDENCE AND TOURS) 

Enclosed are two copies of an Ineeining dated 3-5*61 
individual. Bufiles contain no references to him. 

You are instructed to have one of your Agents contact 
. _,and advise him that while we do not ordinarily comment 

orrthe integrity of any individual, publication or organisation, our 
files contain no information which would impugn* the reputation, 
character, integrity or loyalty to the United States of former President 
Dwlght D. Eisenhower or his brother, Milton. Under no circumstances 
should any comment be made concerning either Robert Welch, his book 
entitled "The Politician" or the John Birch Society. ; 

- 

Submit results of this interview, under above caption, 
to reach Bureau no later tha*£- 24-81. 

Enclosures (2) / *\ 



Foiiow-up>made.fof 3 



Rosen _ 

Tavel 

Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 

Ingram . 

Gandy 
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COMM. FBI 
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MAIL ROOM I 1 TELETYPE UNIT I I 



r • . 5 

OPriONAl -fO«M NO. 1 o 1 - , . r " j. 

UNITED STATES GCj^ateffvV 



PK- Mentor an 



TO 



FROM 



ILLLUflT 
Mr. DeLoac hW^ 
s 



date: 3-16- 




subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY (JBS) O'' 
ATTEMPT TO DISTRIBUTE BUREAU LITERATURE 
WITHOUT APPROVAL 

Reference is made to your memorandum to Mr. Mohr of 3-14-61 
(attached), which advised that a printer in Santa Barbara, California, had advised 
our Los Angeles Office that he had received an order from JBS to print 10, 000 
copies of the poster, "What You Can Do To Fight Communism. " JBS also requested 
the printer to print an addition on the poster to the effect that it was being 
distributed by the JBS. 

ASAC William Alexander of Los Angeles was advised on 3-14-61 
that we should have nothing to do with JBS since obviously they were attempting 
to capitalize on the Director's prestige. He was told that the printer should be 
informed that the FBI had not given approval for JBS to reproduce the poster 
nor could we approve of the addition to the poster reflecting its distribution by 
JBS. 

It was recommended and approved by the Director that an SAC Letter 
be prepared instructing the Field that (1) No Bureau publications are to be made*"'^ 
available to JBS, (2) Alert the Field to the possibility that JBS may attempt to/^J 
reproduce and distribute Bureau publications, and (3) That any requests by JBiLy 
for permission to reproduce Bureau publications should be turned down. 

ALL TSRrv"?^ ^"'"■" r .^ 
RECOMMENDATION: FHItEIH lii U-'W 

DAiav^* — 



approved. 




That the attached SAC Letter regarding the John Birch Society be 

b6 
b7C 



1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Belmont - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Malone - Enclosure 



BSrdgs'/^ 
(7) 6 f 
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NMENT 



Memorandum 



TO 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



date: 3/24/61 



1 




o* 



subject: 



SAC, BUTTE (62-1672) 



4 



JOHN^IRCH SOCIETY 
INFO. CONCERNING ( INTERNAL 
SECURITY) 



Re SAC Letter 60-5(C) captioned "ROBERT H. 
WELCH, Jr., - INFORMATION CONCERNING (INTERNAL SECURITY), 
and Butte letter to Bureau, 9/9/60, with same caption as 
this letter. b7C 



The "Montana Standard," a Butte. Montana, daily 
newspaper, issue of 1/31/61, reported that! | 
of Santa Barbara, California, ! I pf the 

JOHN BIRCH Society, would speaK in Butte that day . Sub- 
sequent information was received indicating efforts of 
various responsible persons in Butte to form a JOHN BIRCH 
Society. 

Films^ have been shown and lectures given in 
Dillon, Montana, concerning the Society and efforts made 
to organize a Chapter in that small community. 

Through correspondence with the Bureau by an 
interested individual it was ascertained that a Chapter 
has been formed in Sidney, Montana. 

During 3/61, information was received that 



Chapter has been formed in Stevensville, Montana. 

Recent contacts with this Office by interested 
ci^izejas^nauiring about the Society indicate a growing 
<& Sal lu o i onmon t by people with the material published by 
the Society. Further, the recent article in "Time 
Magazine," concerning the Society, as well as a series of 
articles being published by the "People's Voice," a weekly 
newspaper published in Helena, Montana, concerning the 
Society, have done much to bring about this feeling on the 
part of local citizens. 



b6 



ft)*" 



(jP- Bureau (Reg.) 



1 - Butte 
THZ/ar 

(3) , 

V 



REfcSl 



T;\TI0;T COI'TAIIIED 



7 ^ 271961 



APR 



^1961 



ALL II'TO- 
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BT #62-1672 

. • ' .. ' . • 

- "■ 

There has been no indication from Confidential 
Informants or other sources of. efforts by subversive 
elements to take over or to use this Society or its 
Chapters, - 

This is for the Bureau's information. 



♦ 



Date ...3/28/63... 



Routing Slip 
PTM (Rev. 12-4-57) 

To 

S3 Director (AM) BT FILE # ..6.2-1.6.7.2 

au '. 

CZlSAC Title .J.GHN..BIRQH 

I . I AS A.C • - rt.iij»»(M«Hii(it'« 

i JSupv 

i 1 Agent 



IlffiCL... CONCERNING.. 



[ 1 SE 

5=1 cc {.imMMh..mQmi'nX. 

I. , ..Isteno 

I Clerk 

ACTION DESIRED 



jAcknowledge 



I | Prepare lead cards 



1 { Assign Reassign I_ l iPrepare tickler 

I j Recharge serials 

1 1 Return assignment card 
Return file 



1 Bring file 
I IColl me 
E^Correct 
^Deadline 



j i Deadline passed 

1 j Pelinguent 

j j Discontinue 
L__J Expedite 
CZUFile 

1 i lnitiol & return 
I i Leods need attention 
JOpen Case 



1 .. . ) Return serials 

earch and return 

j j See me 

1 'Send Serials 



to 



LLlJ Submit new charge-out 

ISubmit report by 

iType 



1 1 Return with explanation or notation as to action taken. 

Re Butte letter to Bureau, 3/24/61. 

Please make following corrections: Par 
5^ line 2, change "sister" to "another", and 
"a" in line 1 of this paragraph; para, r$, lin 
word 1 should be spelled "d is illusions 

SAC MINOR 





B&S5 



3-24-61 



To: SAC, Ei Paso 
Fro m: Director, FB^ 



ta6 
b7C 



MISS 

EX. JSXQCiqm TEX^flT 
RESEARCH^imESP^bKNCE AND TOURS) 



Enclosed is a copy of a telegram from the above - 
captioned individual dated Mareji 23, 1961. As it is not possible to 
determine her address from Ft. atockton telephone directory, you are 
instructed to obtain her address from Western Union Office at Ft. Stockton 
and personally acknowledge her communication to me. Of course, she 
should be advised that the FBI does not furnish evaluations or comments 
concerning any individual, organisation or publication. Consequently, 
it will not be possible for me to accede to her requeft. Suairtel results 
to reach Bureau, Attention: Research (Correspondence and Tours), by 
4-4-61. 



Enclosure 



Parsons 

Moht 

Belmont _ 

Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLoach 

Evans _ 

Malone 

Rosen 

Tavel «_ 

Trotter _, , ,. 
W,C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room 
IjicTarn^ 
Gani 



iVJAiLEO 19 

MAR 2 4 1961 

COMM-FBI 
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b7C 



Follow-up for 4 




NOTE: Bufiles contain no, record .of correspondent. The John Birch 
Society was founded in 12-58 in Indianapolis * Indiana, by Robert H. Wel<f 
Jr. , of Belmon/, Massachusettsi. •# is«i«eo£p6rated under laws of State/ 
of Massachusetts; is allegedly i^0^emtmjtsi; has chapters throughout t 
4i'(HmjL'j t and has not been investigated by the Bureau. Welch and the S/ 
4»}the past have been extremely critical of former President Eisenhov^ 
^(62-10440$ 

^^I^A^ 1 3^^^^ TELETYPE UNIT □ 
1 



DO-6 



OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UN ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



2:12PM 



March 9, 1961 




Senator MILTON , B^QUNG £ 
(R. - JNortiyJajrota) telephoned through Mr. Mai one 
secretary for the Director. He was Mr. Rosen- 
advised of the Director's absence 
and was referred to Mr. Leinbaugh 
in Mr. DeLoach's absence. 



/ 




Mr. Tavel _ 
Hr,; Trotter 
r . Jones _ 
r. w.c. Sul 



Tele. Room. 
Mr. Ingram 



J' 



Miss Holmes 
Miss Gandy 




Senator Young said he and Se 
Mansfield made critical statements 
yesterday regarding the Johfwr.h 
Society Defenders of the Society claim that 
Director has endorsed the Society and Mr. Le: 
emphatically denied this. Senator Young also said 
that the Society claims that the Director has stated 
that 70%to 80% of the officials of the Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare were communists or 
had been influenced by the communists. Mr. 
Leinbaugh told the Senator that this had been previously 
brought to the Director's attention and that it is 
totally untrue in that the Director has not made such a 
ridiculous assertion. 

Senator Young said he would appreciate a letter 
pointing out this inforna tion. , , y , ✓ 



Mr. Leinbaugh is pre] 
ceh 



a memorandum. 




be 

b7C 
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STSndSWO FORM NO. 64 



Office A/LemMzndum • united st^es government 



TO 




DIRECTOR, FBI 



SAC, CHARLOTTE 



DATE: 



3/27/61 



b6 
b7C 



SUBJECT: 



THE JOHI^BIROH SofllEW ( 



JBS) 



b6 
b7C 



Re SAC Let 61-14 (D) dated 3/21/61 regarding JOHN 
BIRCH SO CIETY (JBS). 



who appears on several 



stations In the southeast . presenting a program entitled, 
| | He is on the Bureau mailing— liafc to 

receive puDiicacions, nis home address beingf 
Greenwood, S. C. 



]is personally known to SS^ 

On 3/24/61, he volunteered the fact he Is 



at 



th d ] of The John BirCh Society. He did not 

indicate he had actually formed a chapter at Greenwood, S. C. 

He has been actively fighting communism for the past 
several years. He has always praised the Bureau and is known 
to be a great admirer of the Director. 

The above is furnished in view of referenced SAC 
Letter which states no Bureau publications of any kind are 
to be made available to JBS or to any of its representatives. 




2> Bureau fCfli\ 

- Charlotte (100-9548) (100-7106) 
ERG:pae 
(4) 
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p OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 



V UNITED STATES GOV 



Memorandum 



v^^BIent 



# 



TO 



FROM 



l/ subject: 



Mr. Mohr 

CD. De Loach f 



date: Marc h 9, 1961 



SENATOR MILTONJ?. YOUNG (R-NDAK.) 
INQUIRY RE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY-, 




< 



Senator Young called early this afternoon and in my absence spoke 
with Leinbaugh in my office. The Senator said that he and Mike Mansfield (D- Montana) 
had blasted the John Birch Society on the Senate Floor yesterday (UPI ticker attached), 
and the Senator said that frankly he had been amazed at the reaction. He said • 
right after the speech he began to receive criticism from members of the Society 
and he had had several communications which alleged that Director Hoover had 
endorsed the John Birch group. 



Leinbaugh told the Senator that this was a patent falsehood, that 

! Director Hoover, of course, never endorsed any groups and most certainly would 
not issue any statement defending the activities of the John Birch Society. The 
Senator said he was relieved to hear this. He then added that members of this 
f 1 organization had informed him of the assertion that up to 80% of the top people in 
1 1 the Department of Health, Education and Welfare are communists or communist 
1 1 supporters and that Mr. Hoover was the source of information for this assertion. 
\ I The Senator was told that this ridiculous claim had already been brought to,the 
J Director's attention and it has been promptly nailed as a complete fabrication and 
j f f ais^hood>\ ( j K y 

\ / Senator Young added that if at all possible he would deeply 

^appreciate receiving a short note from Mr. Hoover regarding the above -mentic 
MnWters and he was told we would be happy to comply with his request. 



8 

t 
8 



r 



RECOMMENDATION: 



»3 



c 



\ 



Enclosures 



it 

* a* 



That attached letter be forwarded^© Bena&&lY* 



1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 



Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 



V 

Parsons 
Belmont 
Jones 
Morrell 






b7C 




HPLrgeg 
(6) 



58 ftflfrff 



* The October, '1959, edition of the "American Opinion" publication o'f the 
$£>hn Birch Society carried an article by R. P. Oliver which article 

'contends that between 70% and 80% of the responsible officers in the 
^etQtotnent of Health, Education and Welfare are members or accomplices| 

^of me communist conspiracy. (Memorandum attached) ., 

AX~ ty/ ALL v. ■ " \ : 
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C 
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AGAINST THE ULTRA-CCNlE^VATIt?E JOHN 
ACCUSED FORMER PRESI DENT EI SENHUuTE^T 
IN SEPARATE SENATE SPEECHES, YOUNG 



UPI-133 

(BIRCH SOCIETY) 

WASHINGTON— SEN . MILTON R. YCUNG, R-N«p., AND SENATE DEMOCRATIC 
LEADER MIKE MANSFI ELL , MONT *, TCDAY SOUGHT TO PALLY PUBLIC CPIMCN 

PI PCH* S OCIETY , WHOSE TCP OFFICIAL 
OF BEfNG A COMMUNIST AGENT. 
AND MANSFIELD DEPLORED THE 
ORGANIZATION'S GROWING MEMBERSHIP IN THE DAKCTAS AND MONTANA, ALTHOUGH 
YOU NG QUOTED A (TIME) MAGA7INE APTICLE AS *EpOPTING IT HAS ACTIVE 
"CELLS" IN MOPE THAN 35 STATES. ONE NC^TH DAKOTA CITY ALONE HAS 
FCUP CELLS, YCUNG SAID. > 

KE SAID THE SOCIETY'S MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES "SOME OF THE MOST ABLE 
AND INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE IN EACH COMMUNITY J» ITS CRITICISM, HE SAID, IS 
LEVELED "NOT AGAINST LIBERAL PUBLIC OFFICIALS, BUT AGAINST MC*E 
MIDDLE-OF-THE-ROAD, AND EVEN CONSERVATIVE! REPUBLICANS." 

SOCIETY PRESIDENT ROBERT WELCH "HAS MADE ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE 
PRESIDENT AND OTHER TCP OFFICIALS FAR BEYCNL ANYTHING THE LATE SEN. 
JOE MCCARTHY EVER THOUGHT OF," YCUNG SAID. 

HE SUBMITTED AN ARTICLE FPCM A CHICAGO NEWSPAPER (NEWS) IN WHICH 
WELCH'S BOCK, "THE POLITICIAN,*' WAS SAID TO HAVE TRIED TO P^CVE THAT 
EISENHOWER "IS A CONSCIOUS. DEDICATED AGENT OF THE COMMUNISTS," AND 
HIS ADMINISTRATION * CONT RCkLJLL RV TH£-XO^?_ MUN'I ST PAPTY ." 

MANSFIELD JOINED IN CRITICIZING THE ATTACK ON El SENHCWE F, AND IN 
(URGING THE PUBLIC TO "JUDGE THIS ORG AM 2 ATI ON FOR WHAT XT IS." 

YCUNG SAID THE SOCIETY HAS ACCUSED HIM "OF BEING ABOUT EVERY KIND 



)F SCOUNDREL. INCLUDING A COMMUNIST OR 
J/6--GE30SP 



-COMMUNIST 



all Dworr^ps cQiiwrfl 

HEREIN IS U^vL.^ 



ENCLOSURE 



777 



b7C 



(D) THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY** ( JBS) -- SAC Letter 59-13 (P), 
dated March llf, Tyb9T'' ffS^tftlt background data concerning Robert H. 
Welch, Jr., a candy manufacturer of Belmont, Massachusetts, and 
his antlcommunist campaign. SAC Letter 60-5 (C), dated January 26, 
i960, advised that in December-;- 1958, Welch created an organization 
called "The John Birch Society," the long-range objective of which 
has been summarized as "less government, more responsibility, and 
a better world . 11 



Recently, a printer in Santa Barbara, California, advised 
he had received an order from JBS to print 10,000 copies of my 
poster, "What You Can Do To Fight Communism." The JBS also requested 
the printer to print an addition on the poster to the effect that 
this statement was being distributed under the auspices of the JBS. 
We have advised the printer that the FBI has not given approval for 
JBS to reproduce the poster nor could the FBI approve of the addition 
to the poster reflecting its distribution by JBS„ 

In view of this irresponsible organization's attempt .'to 
capitalize on the FBI's prestige, no Bureau publications of any 
kind are to be made available to JBS or to any of its representatives 
You should be alert to the possibility that this group may attempt 
to reproduce Bureau publications and distribute them giving the 
impression that the FBI sanctions JBS. Immediately advise the Bureau 
of any such information coming to your attention. Further, any 
requests by JBS to reproduce Bureau publications should be turned 
down. 

Very truly yours, 
John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



b6 
b7C 



3/21/61 
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3-24-61 




RADIO 



CODE 



SAC INDIANAPOLIS 




DEFERRED 



FROM DIRECTOR FBI 

INFORMATION CONCERNING, RESEARCH 



b6 
•'ta7C 



(CORRESPONDENCE AND TOURS SECTION) BY LETTER RECEIVED MARCH 



TWENTY- THREE, NINETEEN SDXTY-ONEj 



INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA, ADVISED 



HE IS MEMBER OF THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY (JBS) AND INDICATED HE 
INTENDS TO VISIT INDIANAPOLIS OFFICE ON MARCH TWENTY-SEVEN, 
NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE TO DISCUSS THIS ORGANIZATION. 



> 



REVI- 



OUSLY WROTE TO ME ON MARCH FIFTEEN, NINETEEN SLXTY-ONE, 
REQUESTING INFORMATION REGARDING JBS AND I REPLIED ON MARCH 
TWENTY-THREE, NINETEEN SLXTY-ONE, THAT FBI DOES NOT MAKE 
EVALUATIONS REGARDING ORGANIZATIONS. YOU SHOULD FURNISH NO 
COMMENTS REGARDING JBS T cj 



IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUC- 



TIONS IN SAC LETTER SLXTY-ONE - FOURTEEN (D). 



I J* 
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Tolson . 
Parsons 
Mohr 

Belmont f-A\~ 

Callahan V"# 

Conrad I 

DeLoach 

Evans . 

Maione 
Rosen . 
Taw] _ 



:JO 



.i. -Up v' . vj. 



r/E; See jgngg to PeLQajg 




tgd 3-24-61 captioned 
Indiana "AFHijo* 



W.C. Sullivan . 
Tele. Room _ 

Ingram L_ 

Gandy 



MAIL ROOM I I ' TELETYPE UNIT 






"DOfJIl rt- — „ 



WAR ^ 4 J2SJ 
TELETYPE 




DEFERRED 3-24-61 9-44 PM JSA 
TO SAC INDIANAPOLIS 
FROM DIRECTOR 1 P 



[information CONCERNING, RESEARCH 
1 b6 

/CORRESPONDENCE AND TOURS SECTION/ 3Y LETTER RECEIVED MARCH b7C 
TWENTY-THREE, NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE, | 



INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA, ADVISED 



HE IS MEMBER OF THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY /JBS/ AND INDICATED HE 
INTENDS TO VISIT INDIANAPOLIS OFFICE ON MARCH TW ENTY -SEV EN , 
NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE TO DISCUSS THIS ORGANIZATION. PREVI- 



OUSLY WROTE TO ME ON MARCH FIFTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE, 
REQUESTING INFORMATION REGARDING JBS AND I REPLIED ON MARCH 
TWENTY-THREE, NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE, THAT FBI DOES NOT MAKE 
EVALUATIONS REGARDING ORGANIZATIONS. YOU SHOULD FURNISH NO 
COMMENTS REGARDING JBS TO 



IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUC- 



TIONS IN SAC LETTER SIXTY -ONE -FOURTEEN /$/// /D/. 
END PLS ACK 

OK FBI IP HGB b6 

b7C 
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OPTIONAL FOBfc NO. 10 



UNIT^ STATES GOVE 

Memorandu 



urn 



TO 



FROM 



subject: 



Mr. De Loach 



M. 



date: 

March 24, 1961 



Tolison 

Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Belmont _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach . 

Evans 

Malone . 
Rosen _ 
Tavel _ 



Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan . 

Tele. Roam 

Ingram 

Gandy 



INDIAN APO LIS , INDIANA 

.. . - ■ * _. 
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On 3->?^.fi1 a Iprtpr siimpfi hv rantl, 

business card of the and a newspaj* 

regarding the ,JoIurBirch Society w as receivea by the Director. 



individual enclosing a 
imping 
Jndicated 



in his letter he had joined a "Birch Chapter" on 3-5-61 and asks whether he 
would be helping the fight against communism by working with the organization. 
He stated he plans to visit the Indianapolis Office of the "FBI on 3-27-61 to 
discuss the John Birch Society. 



Bufiles show I ^ vrote the Director on 3-15-61 enclosing 
material regarding the John Bi rch Soc iety and inquiring about it. By letter 
of 3-23-61 the Director advise dT k hat the FBI does not make evaluations 
or draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organization, publication 
or individual. 



OBSERVATION: 



i 



Iiitial communication makes it clear 
e F 



Since the reply 

that no information can be furnisnea oy the FBI regarding the John Birch Society, 
there is no apparent reason to acknowledge his second letter. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 



(1) Attached radiogram advising Indianapolis Division o 
intention to inquire about the John Birch Society on 3-27-61 be approve 



f 

d7 



: 1 




3-23-61. 



(2) No acknowledgment be made tc 




b6 

letter received b7C 



REC-4 



fcgseaa \ - asses s 
10 MAR 30 196* 



AFH:jo 
(3) 



ALL ITTfTV "7^""' f y~MTitT*r> 





00-6 s m ^ / 

- a C'rFldttF DIRECTOR 



FEDERAL. BUREAU OF INVEST I 
UNITED SJATE^ DEPARTMENT OF JljaTICF 




Mr. Tolson 
Mr. Parso L 
Mr. Mohr\A 
Mr. Belmont 
Mr/Call ahan 
Mr. conrad 
Mr. oeLoach. 
Mr. Evans. 

Mr. Mai one— 

Mr. Rosen . 

Mr. Tavel ■ 

Mr. Trotter ■ 

Mr. Jones. 

Mr. W.C. Sullivan 

Tele. Room— 

Mr. Ingram 



Miss Holmes. 
Miss Gandy- 
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OPtlONAf »OHM NO. 10 

UNITED STATES GGjBRNMENT 

Memorandum 

to : DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401) 
• SAC, BOSTON (100-32899) 

o 

subject: THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



4 



date: 3/31/61 




Re: Boston letter to the Director dated 2/17/61. 

On March 21, 1961, HERBERT A. PHILBRICK advised th 
he had no current information concerning the numbe 
of JOHN BIRCH CHAPTERS now functioning. 

PHILBRICK sttofted that -on-hlef last personal contact 
with ROBERT^WELCH, about two years ago, he was told 
that there were 20 chapters In Houston, Texas, and 
one chapter in Bismark, North Dakota. He has no 
additional information at the present time concerning 
the number of chapters of the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY. He 
stated that if he obtained additional information 
concerning this, he would furnish same to the Bureau. 

Because of PHILBRICK' s lack of particulars, the above 
information Is being submitted by letter to the Bureau 
rather than by letterhead memorandum. 

This case is now being closed in the Boston Division. 




ALL IliFC^"?!^? CnVTMM 



RZAEIN 13 U.*u 



£2^- Bureau (62-104401) (RM) DATE^Ai^ 
1 - Boston (100-32899) 
DBC : etg 
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in APR 8 1961 



\ 




66 APR 7 1961 
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 



F B I 
Date: 3/29/61 



Transmit the following in 
Via AIRTEL 



TO: 
PROM: 
SUBJECT : 



(Type in plain text or code) 

AIR MAIL - REGISTERED 



b7C 



V,' 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-59001) 



JOHN l BIRCH SOCIETY ^^;/ 
INFORMATION CONCERNING nrj " 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



i 



Re letter from the Director, FBI to the Office of 
, Security, Department of State, captioned "JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, 
f/ INFORMATION CONCERNING (INTERNAL SECURITY ) " dated 3/21/61. 



b6 



4 



Sfl RTT.-RV T. MTT.T.flP 



contacted MissT 
_ _ _ _ _ m Santa Barbara, Calllor'nia, 11 

appointment about 10:30 a.m., 3/25/61. She advised that 
she was very confused and stated that she would call back to 
advise when it would be convenie nt to see Agent. At approx- 
imately 11:00 a.m. Miss l j called and stated that Agent 
could call on her at 2:00 p.m., 3/25/61. 



At 2:00 p.m. SA MILLARD called on Miss 



] 



[ 



She advised that she was emotionally upset and distraught 
to the point where she was unable to talk to Agent> For- 
this reason she had asked her friend, a _Mr-<] 
to meet with her and explain what she haef in mind. While 
awaiting Mr . | | the Bureau's jurisdiction and respon- 

sibility in the internal security field were explained to Mi 

J She stated that her concern was over events which 
nave oeen happening in Santa Barbara, California, which have 
been causing the people to become suspicious of each other. 
She mentioned the speeches made in Santa Barbara recently by 
CLEpNpSKOUSEN, WILLIA^UCKLEY and. EDGAJMUNDY. She stated 
lEhafc she "consi ders them' rabble rousers.^At this point Mr. 



b6 
b7C 



ss 



_ Jarrived, whereupon Missf 
could explain what she had in mind, [P 



_| stated that he 
Jwas advised of 



the Bureau's responsibilities in the security field. 

fa, 2 — /oruCcJ 



J 



(jT? Bureau (AM - REGISTERED) 
1 - Los Angeles 

RLM:CEA 'fiC* WJc? 



«C 80 



MAR Slim 



Approve 

55 AP3 




/V 



fj(0 



^Sge^ial Agent in Charge 



Sent 




\ 



X 



LA 100-59001 



. 1 j Santa Barbara, 'Vt /•'/"' 

is employed as a/ | \ at the lr. S. Navy Pacific 

Missile Range, Point Mugu, California. He stated he is quite b6 
concerned over the furor which the John Birch Society is 
causing in Santa Barbara. He stated the local paper in ® i/c 
Santa Barbara had editorialized against the John Birch- 
Society which resulted in a division of thought in the Santa 
Barbara community. Several months ago he attended a gathering 

.where a tape by ROBERT WELCH described as the founder of 

the Society, was heard. 1 |stated WELCH practically 

accused President EISENHOWER of being a communist and spoke in 
.high tones of the quality of the government in the Dominican 
Republic. 

Later Mr. I " I wrote a letter to the"Santa Barbara 
News-Press" denouncing the John Birch Society. As a result 
of the publicati on of this letter, several calls were made 
to Lt. Commander I ~T Point Mugu . California, by 

unidentified persons caning Mr^ | | a w dirty communist" b6 

and asking questions such as "what atfe you going to do about ^-jq 
it." He stated he considers ;this an insidious attack in an 
attempt to get his Job because of his open objection to what 
he considers a completely wrong method of fighting communism. 

Mr. | stated that he has worked for the U.. S. 

Government in the propaganda field and was with OSS during 
World War II. He directed anti-communist and anti-Pascist 
propaganda and movies and believes that he has a background 
of being anti -communist as well as anti-Pascist that should 
satisfy even the severest critic. 

Mr. | [ continued, stating that "the John Birch 

Complex" should oe watched as a possible silver shift type 
organization. He stated that the Director of the FBI should 
be advised that "while passing under cover of anti -communist, b6 
the John Birch complex is using his name and a stable of 
retired FBI men as covers for their meetings." He mentioned 
specifically CLEON SKOUSEN, HERBERT PHILBR&CK and MATT 
CVETIC. The John Birch Society is encouraging the reading 
of anti -communist literature put out by the Director of the FBI 
as well as his book "Masters of Deceit." They are showing 
the films "Operation Abolition" and "Communism on the Map," 
all of which has as its objective the lending of dignity to 
their organization and of confusing the people as to their 
true purpose. Mr. I I stated in this connection that he 

has no objection to the Director's book and that he intends to 
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LA 100-59001 

read it himself some day. The John Birch complex is a 
rebirth of all the worst aspects of the MC CARTHY era, except 
that this is worse because it has a brain behind it. He 
felt that the Director must avoid becoming a tool of the John 
Birch complex. 

' ^continued that in' Santa Barbara a , bg 



Mn I J 

Mrs. | f an employee of U. 3. Congressman TEAGUE, 

with 01 rice m tne Post Office Building in Santa Barbara, ^ t./olC 
"brainwashed" him for an hour ooncerplmE-flifi r.omrmini at. threat 
to our schools and churches. A Mrs. l | is a 

tool Of the John Birch SOCle tg hv, rnih I i shiny a Rhppt p.arfed 
"The Freedom .press. " A Mrs. | [ who writes anti- 

^ communist articles is spreading" 111U JOlih Birch line. The 
"-"TSanta Barbara Speakers Forum is part of the John Birch 
"Society (JBS) and is bringing to Santa Barbara such speakers 
as CLEON SKOUSEN, WILLIAM BUCKLEY, EDGAR BUNDY and the like. 



/ 



-i Concerning T,t — Commander l | Mr . 'h '- 

J stated that l 1 was given an ^awara at point Mugu 



b6 



recently by the U. S. Navy for having made 200 speeches against k' c 
communism. At least one speech was made under the' auspices 
of the JBS la .Ventura, California, a nd ons u nder the auspices 
of Mrs . | | in Santa Barbara.- Mr. I I questions the 

wisdom li permitting the use of a Navy officer in this fashion. 

Tint-in M p S . | | and Mrs . I I are known to SAs 

| and THOMAS H. THORNTON as being strongly anti- 

communist ana wno have stated that although they are not 
members of the .TBS - they do approve of its anti -communist 
aims. Mrs . | | has published four or five monthly issues of 

a f.nrnwriway wmcn she now calls "The Freedom Press." Mrs. 
\\ 



Jhas a weekly syndicated column which appears in more 



than a hundred newspapers in which she has been doing a series b6 
of articles for teen-agers on the dangers of communism. b7C 



Mr. 



stated that one of his chief sources of 

information in this connection is j I writer for the 

"News-Press" who wrote the articles wrarrr a-jspeared in the 
News-Press "exposing" the JBS. 
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LA 100-59001 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Mr. stated that what he has to say could be 

summed up by saying that in his opinion "the John Birch 
complex" is causing lack of faith in democratic principles 
and is as great a threat to this country as communism. 

Miss l | stated she thinks that what Mr. 

has 3aid sums up her opinions on this subject. 



Neither Miss | |nor Mr. 

specific question concerning the John 
no statements were volunteered. 



asked any 



b6 
b7C 



Pen Society; therefore, 



The indices of the Los Angeles Office contained 

no i n forma t,1 nn of a ri^rop-af.orv . mihyprni ve _ na |,urfi rq ga.i7d.ing 



■>1ve nafrt 
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UNITED STATES GO 




ENT 



Memorandum 

to : Mr. Belmont 
from :> w. A. BrJnl^n 
subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 



Tolson _ 
Parsons _ 

Moht 

Belmont - 
Callahan . 



date: 3-29-61 



Conrad 

DeLoach- 
Evans . 
Malone . 
Rosen _ 
Tavel _ 



Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan . 

Tele. Room 



At 10:10 a.m., March 29, 1961, Mr. 
Office of Naval Intelligence, 
and stated that in connection with 

made application for employment with 'ONI the applicant 
had stated he was a member of the John Birch Society, whi 
the applicant said was "on the FBI Preferred List." Mr. [ 



Agent Whitson 
an^indi vidua 1 who had 



b6 
b7C 



ah 



asked if there was any such thing as an FBI Preferred List, 
and he was told by Special Agent Whitson that the latter was 
not aware of the existence of such a list, but that if ONI 
desired to check the accuracy of the applicants statement 
it should be brought to the Bureau's, attention through 
regular channels in connection with any name check reques 
on the applicant. 



with Mr.f 



Agent Whi tson h^h nr*+ Hiconcc the John Birch Society 



Itson. 
Mr.[ 




is censorship planning. 



I primary function in ONI 



b6 
b7C 



ACTION: 



For information. 
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- Mr. 




1 


- Mr. 


Belmont 


1 


- Mr. 


Evans 


1 


- Mr. 


Branigan 


1 


- Mr. 


L'Allier 


1 


- Mr. 


Whitson 



3& 



Ok 
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LW:mhd (7) jj 





Tolson _ 
Parsons . 

Mphr 

Belmont . 
Callahan 
Conrad 



! Ioe ^ttoraey General 
iHrcctOr, *B1 

■immm fro** SiJSAT 



Inarch 10, 1261 




X 



■i (04 
* p..' 



Ittr your inior-atloa, sfeattior . iltea &. Youa* called V 1 
my Office yesterday £9 matee inquiry retarding the Jak* Birch jOCiet> . 
Ihe ^eaater a&rifed that he and ^aa s&aar IvjuieiieM had attacked this 
groop on file iloor of tin; senate and that he tod bee* suaazed hy the 
reaction to Us remark*. He said that ioUowtog the speech, xaemoers 
ci this Society had coatacted his oliice claimlnf that I had eadorsed tbh. 
group. 

The iicnator was told that this assertion was a complete " 
falsehood iaasi&ach. as it was, of coarse, outside of my authority to f 
endorse any group or organization. Ue was further told that I would not ' S 
us&r say circumstance* issue a atateiaeat defending the activities of theco g 
49ha Birch Society. 
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Members of this group also made claim to iseuator Youag 
that up to eighty per cent of the top people in the Department of Health, 
£6ucatioa aad etfere are communists or comraaaist supporters and 
they 'salf* that I was the source ior this inJormatio*. The Senator w*b 
advised that this ridiculous claim had been previously orougM to my 
attention sM that it had bees promptly labeled as a eoaapiete fatricaiioc. 



r I O 

O 

o 



£y letter hi inarch 1, 1001, 1 advised the iioaoraole Abraham a. 
iiifcicoii of the above-reported statement which had bees erroneously 
attributed to me. ..' V-' .-r 



Trotter 




» : revioas iciormatioa was furnished to the Peparfcejeni 
concerning the John Birch #>ci»ty by our meuioraadua? dated leUmary 1, 

lifts*.* r.\mtm • ; ' s ^ ^ J^JM&u ~ %€> 

. - ..ior.yoo* adffifcioflai Mtoama&mt* * ^f j"# * ft % aScbpy of 
lay letter to Jmator Young feted today. 

1 - Mr. ParsonS \&ent direct) 
1 - Mr. Belmont (Sent direct) 
1 - Mr. Jones (Sent direct) 
1 - Mr. Morrell (Sent direct) 




Ms 



1 , 



I - Sir. Byroa £. tiJrite - .^closure 
reputy attorney fcenexai ^ 

UNIT □ { J M 



' ^ (9) v \ , 



March Si, 1961 



airtel 



v 



To: 



From: 



SAC, Kansas City 
Director, FBI 



MX in: 



~.bo : 

b7C 



"LAWRENCE DAILY JOURNAL- WORLD" 
LAWRENCE, KANSAS 



b6 
b7C 



Enclosed are two copies of an editorial which appeared in 
caption ed newspape&on 3-16 -61. The item was called to the Bureau's attention 
by M rs.| [ of Wichi ta, Kansas. Copies of her letter and 

enclosure, as well as a copy of our reply, are also enclosed, for your informa- 
tion. We have had limited cordial correspondence with her. — 

It is noted that the editorial says that leaders of the John Birch _ . 
Society i nclude my name among a group of individuals they labeled as "pure- 
bred Reds. " While we have received Information that this group has named . 
certain Government officials as communist, this is the first information the 
Bureau has received alleging that the Society linked my name with su bverslv 



.element s. You should have a mature, experienced Agent contact Mr 



i bverslve 




derr 



Jof the "Journal-World" and ascertain his source of 
cr> concerning me as expressed in the editorial. Be certain Mr.j _ _ 
srands that we have no interest whatsoever in the Society and that our only 
: <g ncern is to determine the basis for the allegation relating to me. For your 
2£ in formation, the Bureau's position in response to inquiries concerning the - 
s Sc ciety is that we do not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to,the-y : 
■" character or integrity of any individual, publication or organizatio n. Bureau 
filfig reflect very limited contact with this newspaper. On 3-25-5' q | 



^1 



1 V 



a; 



3 



o 



b6 
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\ Belmanl V 



:eque 



was sent a copy of the FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin upon his 
Suairtel results under above ^caption to reach the Bureau no later than' 




Gandy 



OXEuL-See letftr to Mrs 
JWQ^mS?^ 

, .f^AtLrffiOOW I 1J TELET' 




JJEC.O OETOW 

UNIT cm 
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1 

Memorandum 



UNITED STATES GOVEtf 



ENT 



i 



\ Tolson . 

) Parsons 8£ t 

fy - Mohl 

QA& Callahan 



A 



7>' 



to Mr. Mohr 



from : C. D. DeLoach 

o 

subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 



date: March 28, 1961 



Conrad - 

/ DeLoach * 

Malone 

Rosen 

Tavel. ^ 



While talking tc 



12 




|tothe 

Chief Counsel, House Committee on Un-American Activities (HCUA), on other 
matters 3-27-61 she advised in confidence that they have received a letter from 
the John Birch Society signed by Robert Welch asking that the HCUA conduct an 
investigation into the background of the Joh n Birrh S ociety soilhat their patriotic 
motives could be shown to the public. Mrs j | said that they were going to 

write back and say that such an investigation would be merely self-serving and that 
they would not conduct any such investigation. 



b6 
b7C 
b7D 



Mrs. 



aid that she would keep us posted. She, also indicated 



to Kemper that they have literally been swamped with requests for information not 
only from Congressmen and Senators but from the general public on the attitude of 
the John Birch Society. She expressed her own personal disapproval of the methods 
used by Welch and said that his type of activity is doing more harm than good. 



RECOMMENDATION: 



For information. 



1 - Mr. Jones 



ECK:geg 





V 



f0/ 



b6 





m: apr 4 1961 



• » 
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CHANGED TO 



MAR 26 1965 



b6 
b7C 



, r--~-f p"'"n»Ttrr> 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



* 



Tolsoh __ 
Parsons . 
Wohr 



Belmont _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach . 
Evans 



TO 



Mr. DeLoach 



date; March 30, 1961 



Mai one . 
Rosen _ 
Tavel _ 
Trotter . 



j from : d. C. Morrell 



W.C. Sullivan . 
Tele. Room . 
Ingram _ 



subject: 



+1 
N 

\ 

\ 

\ 

C 



b7C 




LdsAngeles 62, California 



By letter dated 3-24-61 correspondent forwarded a copy 
of a letter which he had sent to the editor of "The Los Angeles Times", 
Los Angeles, California. In his letter to the editor, he compla ins that 
neonle are hotheri ng him through telephone calls because of th e! 
I l and that of the John Birch for whom the John Birch 

Society was named. He was complimentary to the FBI in stating that 
"FBI men know their business. " 



tEai 



was forwarded a letter in 
him for sending a Directory 



b6 
b7C 



Bufiles indicate thai 
November, 1957, by the Director thaniang 
of Conchologists reflecting a list of persons interested in the knowledge 
and study of mollusks. The Directors name appeared in the Directory. 

O 

The J^hn^Birch^c^cie^was founded in 12-58 in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, by Robert H. Welch, Jr. , of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is 
incorporated under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anti- 
communist; has chapters throughout the country; and has not been inves- 
tigated by the Bureau. Welch and the Society in the past have been 
extremely critical of former President Eisenhower. 



RECOMMENDATION 



1. It is recommended that correspondent's letter and enclosure not be 
acknowledged in that he states no reply is needed. bg 

b7C 
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OPTIOWAl fOSM W>. 10 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



Tots on _ 
Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Bnlmont _ 
Callahan . 
Conrad _ 



Mr. DeLoacl 
from : D. C. Morrell 



date: April 4, 1961 



SUBJECT 



i-L,nriuuAH iVIEElJllMj, PElNIVbYLVANI A 




By telegram dated April 2 captioned individual 
complains concerning the Director's April Law Enforcement 
Bulletin introduction. He apparently believes that it 
was directed against the John"Birch Society and he 
advises Mr. Ho rwnr tha t he~-i^-be^^-Tyat^r~ti3--protect the 

Constitution. | |does not ask any questions nor 

make any requests. Evidently, he is merely using this 
means of voicing his opinion. 



b6 
b7C 



with 



Bufiles contain nothing which is identifiable 



I 



In view of the tenor of correspondent's remarks 
and his opinion, no purpose can be served in entering 
into an argument with him. 



RECOMMENDATION: 



It is recommended +^<*+ «^ „„irr.^,„i u 



it is recommenaa 
-affoniedthe telegram from] 



3 



HHA : j s 
(2) 





Of 



REC-65 bO- </o£-~ 9 
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- < OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104 — 



ifklTIiD'vSTATES G^RNMENT 

r jbfemorandum 



TO 



FROM 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



SAC, WFO (62-p) 



r 



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED* FROH: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
312 



date: 4/7/6 




subject: THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION 
CONCERNING 



Enclosed for the Bureau are 5 copies each of a 
letterhead memo and a letterhead memo of evaluation, 
captioned as above. 

I — 



J. 



The source is 
earned the in 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



ormation from 



•get 



is handling the Commerce Department 



/ 




Department of Commerce, 
reply to Senator ENGLE, 

The letterhead memo is classified "CDpnWantial" 
since information contained therein could reasonably result 
in the identification of a source of continuing value and 
compromise the future effectiveness thereof. 



■WFO. 
J U.S. 



^Bureau (Enc-5) 
2- 



b7D 




51 APR^ 




In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



PECLi 
FBI i 
DATE 



'AT I ON AUTHORITY DERIVED FP.OH 
IC DECLASSIFICATION G-TJIDE 
2012 



uniWd states department OF JlWlCI 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



WASHINGTON 25 

April 7, 1961 



idVtl 

, d. c. \ 



CONFIDENTIAL 



THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

The John Birch Society was 
in Indianapolis, Indiana , by Robert H 
Massachusetts. ' 




d. in December, 1958, 
, Jr., of Belmont, 



On April 1, 1961, ■a, confidential source-advised he 
learned that ^Sej^aJ^r^jC^a^^fingle^ of California recently 
received an inquiry from aCalifornia chapter >of The John 
Birch Society. Senator Engle was requested to advise that 
0-0 chapter what the United States Government is doing with regard 
to trade with the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). 
The chapter plans to read Senator Engle's reply at its next 
meeting. The source advised that Senator Engle referred the 
matter to the Bureau of* Foreign Commerce, United States 
Department of Commerce jf^j 

According to the source, the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce planned to advise Senator Engle that the United States 
Department of Commerce will not approve shipment of any 
materials to the Soviet-bloc which have any possible military 




This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FEI. It is the property of 
the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its cements are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 



TO 



ENCLOSURE co 
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np-323 (3- 2 8-60) 





, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
rdeNo. 



r' 



Washington 25, 
April 7, 1961 




Title 



THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 



Character 
Reference 



?I2° randum da * ed April 7 
1961 ^da ted- and captioned 
as above. 



i - 




FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-S6) 




F B I 
Date: 



3/31/61 



Transmit the following in 



AIRTEL 



(Type in plain text or code) 

AIR MAIL 



."V. 



Via 

(Priority or Method of Mailing) 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTN: RESEARCH (CORRESPONDENCE AND TOURS) 



r 



RE: 



& 1^0 FROM: SAC, EL PASO (62-1394) fT, 

^ V MISSI I O 

FORT STOCKTON, TEXAS 
RESEARCH (CORRESPONDENCE AND TOURS) 

> - • * ' 

Re Bureau airtel to El Paso dated 3/24/61. 



■ h 

b6 
b7C 



LORENE J.XadAMS, who is Mrs J I 
contacted at Fort Stockton, Tex as. March 30. 19\>1. by 
SA ROY C.J>AHL. She resides at | | Fort 
Stockton. k ^ 



Mrs. 



inquiry was answered in exact accordance 
with instructions contained in reBuairtel. " 



CROSBY 



RUC 



/^3> Bureau (AMSD) 
1 - El Paso 



RCD:clp 
(4) 



9+' 



4: . 



APR 3 1961 



b6 



' - til -Li-» u. - v ■ 

/'A.-X*%V£ 



^00 



|52 ?fP^ v W^!rO§1 ec . al Agent - Charae 



Sent 



.M 



er 



i ram nor 10 



5, 




STATES GC^ERNMENT 



emoranuum 




TO 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



date: 4/3/61 




FROM 



subject: 



SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (100-12314) 



0 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
SM - C 



In compliance with SAC 
information is transmitted. 



Letter 60-5, the following 



p " La±±A3: "-r"h 9, 1961, Mrs. 



b6 
b7C 



of 




4"< 

^Jamestown, North Dakota, requested 

of the Minneapolis FBI Office an evaluation of the John Birch 
Society noting that its literature purports it to be an Ameri- 
which is opposed to the advance of communism, 
as contacted on March 17, 1961, in Jamestown, 
uaicota, at which time she advised that on the previous 
Thursday, March 9, 1961, in the local paper, "The Jamestown 
Sun", an article appeared concerning Senator YOUNG' s remarks 
regarding the John Birch Society. She said the following 
Saturday in the same paper were, letters in thft gf11tnr concerning 

the John Birch Societ y, one of th em by a| |of Bismarckjb 

North Dakota, who Mrs J k aid she had met at a social 

recently and had received from him a kit of the society which 
included a blue book reciting the purposes and procedur es of the 
organization and other material. She also advised that ! | 
indicated that there was in Bismarck, North Dakota, a study 
group of the John Birch Society. She said that this is all 
she knew concerning the existence of this organization and nothing 
had come to her attention indicating that there was any individual 
or group or literature being disseminated or active in the town 
of Jamestown or the vicinity. 

Reference is made also to another letter received by b6 



b7C 



th e Minneapolis Office of the FBI from oner 
the| __ 



Tof 

i 



b7C 



Fargo.. This letter is dated March 10, 1961, and he asks 
any information concerning the John Birch Society. 



for 



Mr J 



1 notes in his letter that he travels extensively 
i 




in North Dakota and Minnesota talking against communism, trying to 
instill a desire in the part of these people with whom he talks 



v2-Bureau 



(RM). 
1-Minneapolis 
KONtNAN 
(3) 



RED- 94 



1 1- 1 * 



* .APR 10 1961 




MP 100-12314 



to know more about the subject of communism. He further indicates 
be has been asked for information on this group and observes that 
from outward appearances indications are that this group is of 
extreme conservatives with no ulterior motives apparent. 



Mr. 



who is also an Air Force Reserve Major, 



was interviewed on March 16, 1961, and he advised that he has 
read the recent "Time" magazine article concerning the John 
Birch Society and he had locally become aware of existence 
of the organization particularly on March 5 and 6, 1961, when 
a film shown by an area representative at the Graver Hotel 
presented Mr . WELCH of that organization giving approximately 
■ a tr i m h our talk on the subject of the spread of world communism. 

| |said he was present at this me eting along wi th six or 

seven other individuals including one | | a Fargo, North 

Dakota attorney who is employed by thV rth* ^rg» n i ^tinn 

and is a conservative in his political thinking \ | 
a Casselton, North Dakota farmer who has been enfleaVofing T O 
induce ~people_fco__iflin the organization and one | | of 
North Fargo. 



b6 
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n the organization and one | 

J said he did not know the other persons 
present nor could he recall the name of the area representative 
for the Birch Society but it was his understanding that this 
representative had come from Milwaukee. He a* id t.hat this 
local showing of the film was arranged for by | p nd 
it was his understanding that there had been oTHeT - snowrngB 
of the film in western North Dakota and eastern Montana and 
possibly at Bismarck, North Dakota prior to the showing at 
the Graver Hotel in Fargo. 



, An examination of the 
Hotel through the cooperation oi 
offices in the Black Building, F 



Graver 
ith 

any guest 
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aVgd, failed Co SnOt 
registered at the Graver from Milwaukee, Wisconsin during the 
period immediately prior and during the dates of March 5 and 6, 
1961. 
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^URGENT 4-2-61 PM MJM 

"lO DIRECTOR, FBI /<2- 104*01/ 
FROM SAC , LOS ANGELES /100- 39001/ 2P 



Mr. Msdone.. 
Hr. Rosea-" 
Jr. Sfcvs 
Mr. 
Mr-. 

?#L „ 

Mt% Ingram.. 
Miss Gbttd?.. 



\ * 




FnOM SAC. LOS ANCELts - 

0 o^nHn»*Pft«rr. INFORMATION CONCERNING. 
JOHnViRCH SOCIETY P»SNtJbi*INn«B« 

1 . „ it 1 1 t c r&l.TF.. MEMBLK UJ 1 




JOHN blKOri - u — M _ MHrR 0F |jf|.( 

NATIONAL COUNCIL, U B S, TtLEPHONICALL 



NATIONAL CUUN^iu, * J ^A-morn 

IC E, APRIL TWO, SIXTY ONE, DRAWING ATTENTION TO 

' Mdr r&PT TONED QUOTE blKU»l 



II 



OFFICE, APRIL iwu, ™» * hlflCM 

« rtvTV fSNF CAPTIONED Wrt blKv-n 

» LOS ANGELES —ER, APRIL 0 ^ 

SOCIETY' BRANDED AS ANTI ^ U.S. HN«« ^ 
EDITOR HEARST NEWSPAPERS, AND BEARING AT EITHER 

TOOK-. EXCEPTION TO EXPRESSION IN CONNIPP-S ARTICLE «« ^ 

AUTHORITIES SEEKING PULL .«««.«. « » ATI TJ0N 



MM COMMITTEE ON INTERNAL SECURITY. TALBERT 



AGE TWO 

OVER FULL SCALE INVESTIGATION IMMEDIATELY. HE EXPRESSED CONCERN FOR 

a 

FACT SENATOR EASTLAND OF SENATE COMMITTEE, HAS LONG BEEN TARGET FOR 
LEFTISTS AND COMMUNISTS IN U.S. TAL&ERT SAID HE JUDGED THAT CALIFORNIA 
STATE AUTHORITIES, WHO ONCE SAID INVESTIGATION WOULD BE CONDUCTED OF 
JBS, HAD NOW RENEGED AND THAT CALIFORNIA STATE INVESTIGATION WAS PROBABLY 
NOT FORTH COMING, TALBERT SAID HE AND DQNAUy^TflCKSON , FORMERLY OF 
HCUA, WERE PREPARED TO TRAVEL FROM LOS ANGELES TO WASHINGTON, B. C. 
FOR PURPOSE ENLISTING HCUA TO MAKE INVESTIGATION JBS AT THIS TIME. 
TALBERT WAS REMINDED THAT SENATE AND HOUSE ARE SEPARATE BRANCHES OF 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT FROM THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH AND THAT, OF COURSE, NO 
COMMENT COULD BE OFFERED REGARDING HIS PLANS OR INTENTIONS. ABOVE IS 
FOR BUREAU-S INFORMATION. CLIPPING OF INSTANT EXAMINER STORY BEING 
FORWARDED UNDER SEPARATE COVER. 
END AND ACK PLS 
6-3/// 6-49 PM OK FBI WA BH 
TU DISC 
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OPTIONM FORM NO. 10 
5010»-t04-03 



^UNITED STATES QjtTERNMENT 

^MimoraWdum 



i 



to : DIRECTOR, FBI 



date: April J, 1961 



*4 

/SUBJECT 



SAC, CLEVELAND (100-25282) 



«2 



1 W 

■ ; it • 
j - : 



C.OMXNF-IL-0£LjrHE JOHNJBIRCEL-S.aaiET.Y- 
IS - C 



On March 2, 
by one] 



1961, Mr 



c 



I stated that 
Birch Societ y fJBS^ 
with him he,p 
concerning trr 
was 



1n ranE 



J -0h4g, 



.oned organization, 
is a member of the John 
since his initial contact 



and that 
"I has been receiving literature 
tion. Among the items thus 
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e orgswrrz 

a copy of the JBS "Blue Book". 



JBS member 



stated that, based upon his conversation with 
he 1 ttas_Laarned that the latter is the only 

Ohio, but that a chapter has been 



in existence in Cleveland, Ohio, for sometime. He 
advised that this chapter meets monthly and that the 
only concrete results of the C leveland J BS chapter's 
activity thus far mentioned by | | was a success- 

ful effort to obtain the removal of a United Nations 
flpaT frnnj aircraft operated by the United Airlines. 
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J 



was unable to evaluate or otherwise clarify ^ 



the purpose of this action. 



J stated that, since the JBS is opposed. to 



Communism, he has considered joining the Society. In 
view of certain statements contained in the "Blue Book" 
however, he had some reservations about affiliating 
with the Society and he requested the Bureau's advise 
in this regard. He was courteously informed of the 
confidential nature of FBI files and the consequent 
necessity of informing him that no advice or informatio 
could be furnished to him. Mr J I stated that 



n b7C 



he understood the Bureau's position in such matters, 
but that he would attend at least one meeting of the 
JBS in Cleveland, Ohio, and would be happy to furnish" 
any pertinent information obtained to this office,.. 

©Bureau (RM)/' /I «BKH 

T-Cleveland I " K V * 4 APR 10 1961 

CAH/slk xy* 

(3) 0* 



lined to this office.. _^ * 



51 AB0T3 196J 




cv 100-25282 



He was then informed that the FBI could neither approve or 
disapprove his proposed action and that any association 
between himself and the JBS would have to be at his own 
discretion and in accordance with his own best judgment. He 
was further informed that the FBI is interested on a continuing 
basis in any efforts of the Communist Party to infiltrate and 
influence mass organizations and that, should he obtain any 
information indicating Communist Party infiltration of the. 
JBS, it would be appreciatejL_L£lJa£_i>ipuld make such information 
available to the FBI. Mr. I I stated that he would 

gladly make any pertinent information obtained available to 
this office. ~x A .. t r*..> h :P 



On March 30, 1961, Mr 



/ - 



telephon'lcally b6 



contacted the Cleveland Office to advise that h p hnri inp rned k7q 

■frhat- -hbo TH^ nyp-ani crA-pa in PloualflnH Oh io . are! 



I m m 1 1 l l Mr " " 1 " 1 1 1 1 " n 1 1 1 f ' r ' n 1 1 1 ' 1 ' r ~ " r ' r " ' ■ ' f ' ■ V'-" ^1 I 

J I and l _ lal l 

of Cleveland, Ohio . Mr , | I could furnish "ho additional 

information" concerning any of these individuals, it is also 
noted that indices of the Cleveland Office are negative 
concerning the above mentioned persons. 

In addition to the above information, the Cleveland 
Office has been the recipient of other telephone inquiries 
concerning the JBS. These inquiries have been uniformly 
answered with information concerning the confidential nature 
of FBI files and the consequent inability of this Office to 
furnish any information to private persons and/or organizations. 

In view of current Bureau instructions concerning 
the JBS and the fact that to date no Information has been 
obtained from confidential Informants, confidential sources 
or public information sources indicating that local units 
of the JBS have been infiltrated by the Communist Party, 
no further Investigation in this matter is contemplated by 
the Cleveland Office and it is being placed in a closed 
status . In the event information of a pertinent nature 
is obtained in the future, it will be immediately furnished 
to the Bureau along with appropriate recommendations relative 
to any further investigation which appears warrented . 



^ OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
. 5010-104^. j 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



A$$rmrar$um 

DIRECTOR, FBI 



TO 




date: 4/5/61 




SAC, CHARLOTTE (100-9548) 



subject: 



CD 

JOH N BIRCH SOCIETY 

INFORMATION CONCERNING - INTERNAL SECURITY 




On 4/3/61, Mrs ^ „_ _ _ _ 

Cha rlot te, N. C^, telephonicaiiy 'contacted tne charlotte 
office and stated she is a member of the John Birch Society, a j ^j r - t 
She stated that the April 2, 1961, issue of the "Charlotte ({fog ,r >/&»\ 
Observer," on page 8A, carried an article which was critical 
of* this organization. She said that at the end of this 
article it was stated that J. EDGAR HOOVER, Director of the 
FBI, had issued a statement which Implied criticism of the 
Jbfin Birch Society, and that she would like to obtain a copy 
. of^this statement. She was advised this office could make 
no comment regarding the article she referred to and she stated 
that she believed she would write to FBI Headquarters in 
Washington, D. C. and attempt to obtain such statement. 

The foregoing is balaeL-Cumished to the Bureau for 



Imay contact the Bureau. 



Information, inasmuch as Mrs 

There is enclosed copy of an article wh'ich appeared 
in the "Charlotte Observer" in J_ts_jLasue 1 of 4/2/61, which fcis 



believed to be the article Mrs 



refers to. 
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2)- Bureau (Enc. 1.) (RM 
- Charlotte (100-9548) 



RLK: jnr 



0P 



RE&- 



J 

y mX 1961 



„j ALL IN^C P *;'?T(7? 
' APR 1 2 196 1 HEREIN IS UK&JL; 




